THE CATHEDRAL SINGERS OF CHRIST CHURCH
ORGAN SCHOLARSHIP 2026-27

The Cathedral Singers of Christ Church, Oxford, is one of the cathedral choirs, singing around 110
choral services a year. A mixed-voice choir with an auditioned membership drawn from Oxford
and beyond, it sings to a high standard, supported by its own professional director and organist.

Organ scholarship

We are recruiting for an Organ Scholar for the academic year 2026-27, offering the chance to
gain valuable cathedral experience. The scholarship is aimed at students aged 16-18 years,
working at Grade 6 level or above.

Organ Scholars assist and observe the Organist to the Cathedral Singers. gaining familiarity with
a wide range of Anglican repertoire. They play a key role in accompanying the choir in canticles
and anthems, and in playing voluntaries. We also offer frequent opportunities to hone skills in
conducting, improvisation, psalm accompaniment, sight-reading and other keyboard skills under
the guidance of the Director and Organist. There are also regular workshops to help build
confidence in more specific areas. Recent opportunities included a workshop on the Duruflé
Requiem, a conducting workshop with Patrick Russill, and a plainchant workshop. The
scholarships are therefore invaluable preparation for those pursuing organ awards at university
and/or preparing for cathedral organ scholarships.

Honorarium

Scholars are awarded an honorarium of £500 for the year, as well as free travel and
accommodation for the choir’s cathedral visits and tours (one a year).

Duties

Scholars are expected to be present at an average of 10 services per quarter, and at both annual
concerts. Scholars are welcome to be present more often, depending on their availability. When
in session, the choir sings for the 6pm Evensong on six days a week, and at the 1lam Eucharist on
Sundays, with rehearsals preceding. The choir sings principally in the school holidays — as well as
occasional services during school terms. The choir also tours and records regularly, with a recent
trip to Padua, ltaly in May 2026.

Further information and how to apply

Scholarships are held for the academic year, September-July (inclusive). Scholars will be expected
to participate in a certain number of services each term, by arrangement with the Director and
Organist. Scholars will be given solo and leadership opportunities throughout the year to help
build their professional portfolio and develop their skKills.

Applications are now open and close at lam on Monday 13*" July. Shortlisted candidates will be
invited to audition at Christ Church in July. To apply, please fill in our application form here:
https://tinyurl.com/CSorgan26

Visit the Scholarships page on the choir's website, www.cathedralsingers.org.uk, to find out more
about the choir.

Contact
Director of the Cathedral Singers, Susie Hill  susie.hill@chch.ox.ac.uk APPLY HERE!
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